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Societal Impact: 
Virginia Cybersecurity Ecosystem

Our Vision:
To establish Virginia as a global 
center of excellence in 
cybersecurity research and 
serve as a catalyst for the 
commonwealth’s economic 
diversification and long-term 
leadership in this sector.

Our Mission:
To serve as an engine for 
research, workforce 
development, and innovation
in cybersecurity.

46 Higher Education Institutions
300+ faculty members
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Liza Wilson-Durant
NoVA Node

Erdem Topsakal
Central Node

Gretchen Matthews
Southwest Node

Daniel Takabi
Coastal Node
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Research Funding Impact

Source: RTI Economic Report 2023 
and CCI Annual Reports 2020-2024 Source: CCI Annual Reports 2020-2024
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Research Funding Impact

Source: CCI Annual Reports 2022-2024
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Research Funding Impact

Source: CCI Annual Reports 2022-2024
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Societal Impact: 
Startup Ecosystem

BBacked

TekStyle

TEKScope
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Societal Impact: Startup Ecosystem
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Societal Impact: Engagement with 
Industry

Link Lab Industry-Graduate 
Student Demo Reception

Source: SciVal 3/20/25
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Societal Impact: Engagement with 
Industry
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Societal Impact: Students
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Societal Impact: Students
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Scholarly Impact

Editor
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Societal Impact: 
International Cybersecurity Ecosystem

Source: SciVal 3/20/25
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Societal Impact: 
International Cybersecurity Ecosystem

https://incs-coe.org/

US/European 
Cybersecurity Workshop

May 22-23, 2024
Leuven, Belgium
60 Participants
35 Institutions
10 Countries
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Societal Impact: 
Engagement with Broader Public
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Societal Impact: 
Engagement with Broader Public
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Economic Impact
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Economic Impact
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Innovation Impact
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Innovation Impact
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Innovation Impact:
CATAPULT + ASCEND

Cyber Acceleration, 
Translation, and Prototyping

•Led by CCI NOVA Node, in partnership with 
CCI Hub

•CATAPULT: CCI faculty interested in 
commercializing their work

•ASCEND: Early-stage companies needing 
additional expertise from CCI faculty

•Innovation pipeline towards additional 
sources of funding and investment

ODU team presenting MOXIE (Machine 
Learning Operations Executed in an 

Encrypted Environment), to enable the use of 
AI on confidential business data 
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Innovation Impact
WiSights Lab

Founders: Vijay Shah, Cong 
Shen, and Ritesh Gajjar
Advisor: Jeff Reed

● Pioneering AI and LLM 
solutions for Advanced 
Telecom networks

● Secure, Efficient and 
Capable LLM solutions

CyberMirage

Founder: Mingkui Wei

● Next-gen web content 
copyright protection

Protects the copyright 
of web images and 
documents with 
innovative technology

Wadjet Security

Founder: Mohamed 
Gebril

● Wadjet security is a 
cutting-edge 
cybersecurity 
company 
specializing in 
threat hunting and 
the protection of 
cyber-physical 
systems (CPS).
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Innovation Impact

Ongoing CFP: 
Tech Transfer Support Fund

CCI is offering technology transfer support 
funding to faculty at primarily 

undergraduate institutions to facilitate 
research commercialization efforts.

Eligible faculty may apply for grants up to 
$8,000 to support patent application fees, 
legal fees, or other professional support.
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Impact
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Workforce Development Impact

PBL Application Open
2025: Work at CACI While You Study

● 5 Students to be selected
● Earn $25 an hour
● Get immersed in real-life cybersecurity 

issues
● Gain mentored work experience

Recruitment closes: April 30, 2025
CACI interview written test:

May 12 to 16, 2025

CACI interviews: May 19 to 23, 2025

Selected students notified: May 27, 2025

Project duration: Sept. 5 to Dec. 5, 2025

Kick-off meeting: Sept. 5, 2025

Presentation: Dec. 5, 2025
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Workforce Development Impact

CFP: 2025 Experiential Learning 
Program

● CCI seeks proposals for experiential learning 
projects that provide Virginia students with the 
essential skills and knowledge to launch 
successful careers in cybersecurity.

● The proposed program must benefit students 
at more than one CCI institution.

● Projects that provide students with workforce 
experience will be prioritized.

Proposals Due:
April 25, 2025, 5 p.m. EDT

Award Notification:
May 23, 2025

Project Dates:
June 2, 2025, to June 30, 2026



cyberinitiative.org

Workforce Development Impact

Ongoing CFP: Cyber as a Service

● CCI seeks proposals for Cyber as a Service 
projects to enhance students’ skills to enter the 
cybersecurity workforce on graduation and 
benefit the local economy.

● Projects, performed primarily by students, 
should provide a cyber service (e.g., penetration 
or pen testing, cyber risk analysis) to Virginia 
small businesses or not-for-profits in the same 
county as the institution of higher education.

● Up to $15,000
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Research Impact
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Research Impact: Topics 

Retrieved from SciVal 3/25/25
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Research Impact:
AI for Cybersecurity/Cybersecurity for AI

Seed grants: 
18 grants, $1.6M

Multi-university Collaboration: 
building partnerships between 

CCI universities (CNU, Mason, 
ODU, VMI, VT, UVA, VCU, W&M, 

VSU)

Follow-up: external-facing event 
in late 2025, editorial in 

Richmond Times Dispatch

https://cyberinitiative.org/research/funded-
projects/ai-for-cybersecurity-and-cybersecurity-
for-ai.html

https://cyberinitiative.org/research/funded-projects/ai-for-cybersecurity-and-cybersecurity-for-ai.html
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Research Impact: Open RAN
• Wireless Supply Chain 

Innovation Fund ($1.5B): CCI 
researchers had great success 
in NOFO1 (6 projects funded) 
and NOFO2. Currently working 
with partners on NOFO3 
submission

• CCI xG Testbed: world-leading 
O-RAN facility, designated as an 
open testing and integration 
center by the ORAN Alliance

• Global engagement: State 
Department visits and 
international delegations; 
collaborations with ORAN 
initiatives in Asia, South 
America

CCI plays a prominent role in ACCoRD, a $42M project funded by 
NTIA under NOFO1 and led by AT&T and Verizon
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Future Impact
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